THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
Mussolini was ready to subscribe with all the means at
his disposal to any fair system of international order,
the toleration of irregularities and the absence of im-
partiality shown by the League have caused him to lose
faith in the competence of the League in its present
form to suppress the jungle law of survival, and have
induced him to revert to that law. He certainly
thought that if Italy did not take Abyssinia pretty
soon, some other country would do so.
The last consideration provides interesting testi-
mony of the way in which anarchy, the failure to res-
train crime, makes further crime all but inevitable.
We have overwhelming testimony to the fact that
from the first efforts to restrain Italy were ineffective
because Italy in view of the Manchurian experi-
ence never believed that Britain (without whom
they could not operate) was serious in those efforts.
In August 1935, the Geneva Correspondent of the
Manchester Guardian quoted Signor Forges-Davan-
zati> the editor of the Tribuna and an Italian
senator, who broadcast from Rome on the wireless to
the effect that he had just returned from a visit to
London^ and could assure Italians that they had noth-
ing to fear from England. Mr- Dell summarised the
Senator's broadcast conclusions in these words: 'Look
at the success that Japan and Germany have had by
leaving the League of Nations. They have done just
what they pleased. We have only to follow their
example and the British Government will offer us
concessions to get us back to Geneva just as it has to
Hidcr.'
124